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Abstract 

The focus of the analysis is to identify and describe the various types of 
processes within the Experiential Function in the song's lyrics. Data source 
for this study is the song's lyrics, obtained from reliable sources such as the 
artist's official YouTube channel, Google, and various music applications. 
The lyrics are transcribed and used for identifying and categorizing the 
experiential processes found in the song. The data analysis method used in 
this research is qualitative analysis. It involves analyzing each clause in the 
lyrics and classifying them based on the Experiential Function's categories. 
The Experiential Function analysis helps to understand how the songwriter 
expresses their experiences, emotions, and perceptions through language in 
the song. This analysis of the Experiential Function in the song "A Year Ago" 
provides a comprehensive understanding of the songwriter's expressions of 
experiences and emotions, contributing to a deeper appreciation and 
interpretation of the song's lyrics. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is a communication system that is used to convey an idea, idea or 
intention as well as information between one another. Language functions as a 
communication tool to convey an idea, message, feeling clearly and completely. In 
addition, language also functions as a means of identifying oneself. Language is a 
communication tool, is arbitrary, conventional and is a sound symbol (Suhandra, 2019). 

In a language, especially English, there is a concept put forward in the scope of 
language and linguistics, namely the theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) called 
Metafunction. This theory was first developed by Michael Halliday, a British linguist, in the 
1950s. In this theory there are three functions put forward, namely Textual function, 
Interpersonal function and Experiential function (Anjarwati et al., 2021; Boccia, 2021; 
Chang & Lee, 2019; Herman et al., 2023b). From the explanation above it can be seen that 
Metafunction is included in linguistics because it discusses and studies language and its 
structure. Linguistics is a science that studies language, language structure, and language 
phenomena. This knowledge covers various aspects of language, including phonology 
(language sound), morphology (word structure), syntax (sentence structure), semantics 
(word and sentence meanings), pragmatics (language use in the context of 
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communication), as well as social, historical, and social aspects of language change 
(Herman et al., 2024). Linguistics is the science of language or the study of language 
scientifically (Kridalaksana, 2009). 

In English there are several skills needed, namely reading, speaking, listening and 
writing. in this journal will focus more on writing skills, writing skills is a person's ability 
to express an idea, ideas in writing clearly, correctly and effectively. The importance of 
writing is to assist activities in making writing or scientific work and honing skills in 
making writing or scientific work (Herman et al., 2023). Writing skills can identify a 
writing whether it is appropriate or not. According to Nunan (1991) writing skills can 
develop quickly when students pay attention, their interests are recognized, and they are 
given many opportunities to write. 

Therefore in this article, the author analyzes an article in the form of song lyrics 
with the title A Year Ago by james arthur to find out the true subjective meaning of the 
song lyrics. using the Experiential function through analysis, participant and circumstance 
processes. With these three things, it can be seen that of the seven types of Experiential 
function processes, mental processes are the most dominant or are often used by writers 
in making songs. So songwriters make more lyrics. express feelings using mental 
processes rather than other processes. 

Language is very important as an effective communication tool to communicate 
and convey and identify an intention (Hunter et al., 2023; Li & Wang, 2023; Tong et al., 
2023; Xu et al., 2024; Batubara et al., 2023). There is also language we can analyze and 
assess various abilities especially the ability to identify a piece of writing using existing 
techniques, such as analyzing song lyrics to find out the meaning of the song, the author of 
this article uses the Experiential function to analyze the meaning of the song precisely. 
That way we can know clearly what process is dominantly used in making writing or 
songs. 
Literature Review 

Halliday (1994) introduces three types of metafunctions: the Experiential Function 
(Ideational Function), the Interpersonal Function, and the Textual Function. The 
Ideational Function, within systemic functional linguistics (SFL), focuses on how language 
is utilized to manage and represent experiences. The Interpersonal Function emphasizes 
how language is employed for interpersonal interactions, while the Textual Function 
explores how language is used to create coherent texts. Ideational meaning refers to 
phenomena related to both living and non-living entities, encompassing abstract and 
concrete concepts, actions, and the situations in which they occur (Gerot and Wignell, 
1994; Purba et al., 2024). 

The Ideational Function concerns the utilization of language to represent the 
world around us. It employs a system of processes, participants, and circumstances. The 
subsequent explanation provides a more detailed description of these circumstances, 
processes, and participants. 

a. Circumstances 
Gerot and Wignell (1994) explain that circumstances refer to a set of 

elements that answer questions such as when, where, why, how much, and in what 
manner. Circumstances encompass aspects such as time, location, manner, cause, 
accompaniment, material, and roles. In essence, circumstances provide detailed 
information about the setting or description of where a process takes place. 

b. Process and Participants 
The process refers to the actions performed by individuals or what 

happens to the participants. These processes are realized by verbs and form part 
of transitivity. Traditionally, verbs have been defined as words that express 
actions. 
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The Experiential Function is a component of the ideational function that 
contributes to the representation of meaning related to experiences (Fedeli et al., 2021; 
Lacan et al., 2020; Vaithilingam et al., 2022; Yan et al., 2018). It involves the structural 
organization of constituents that are described in a functional manner.  Bell et al (1991) 
argues that the experiential function serves to express cognitive meaning and functions as 
the means to convey the main ideas in language.It focuses on the representation of 
experiences, events, and states of affairs. Within the experiential function, there are six 
types of processes that help convey meaning and depict various aspects of human 
experience. These processes include material, mental, relational, verbal, behavioral, and 
existential processes.  

1. Material Process 
 Material processes involve actions and physical activities. They depict 

events that can be observed and experienced in the world (Dey, 2021; Fontaine & 
Mc Cabe, 2023; Olivetti et al., 2020). Material processes often include verbs that 
denote actions, such as run, dance, eat, or build (Simanjuntak et al., 2022). These 
processes highlight the physical aspect of experience and allow for the 
representation of tangible events in songs. 

Material processes have three inherent participants: Actor, Goal, and 
Circumstances (Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021). The actor is the one performing the 
action, the goal is the entity that undergoes the action, and circumstances provide 
additional information about the action. 

2. Mental Process 
Mental processes involve thoughts, feelings, perceptions, and emotions. 

They focus on the internal experiences and subjective states of individuals 
(Arribas et al., 2023; Baxodirjon, 2023; Zhang & Sandaran, 2024). Mental 
processes are often expressed through verbs that describe cognitive or emotional 
activities, such as think, believe, love, or feel. In songs, mental processes enable the 
expression of inner thoughts and emotions, providing insights into the 
psychological aspects of human experience. 

Mental processes involve two participants: Senser and Phenomenon 
(Mashrabovna & Alievna, 2023). The Senser is the participant who experiences or 
perceives the mental phenomenon (Hanifa & Ardi, 2023). It is the entity that 
engages in the cognitive activity or has a particular mental state. The Phenomenon, 
on the other hand, refers to the object or content of the mental process (Ismail & 
Dahlia, 2024; Prasetyani et al., 2023). It is what the Senser experiences, perceives, 
or engages with in their mind. The Phenomenon can encompass a wide range of 
mental states, including thoughts, emotions, perceptions, memories, desires, 
beliefs, and so on. It represents the actual content or substance of the mental 
process. The Senser and Phenomenon work together to convey the internal 
cognitive or emotional experiences of individuals. 

3. Relational Process 
Relational processes involve the representation of relationships and 

connections between people or entities (Finnman et al., 2024; Gkonou & Miller, 
2023; Pérez-Mercado et al., 2023). They highlight the way individuals and things 
relate to each other. Relational processes have three types: Intensive attribute 
processes, Intensive identifying processes, and Intensive possession processes. 
a. Intensive attribute processes: 

 These processes focus on attributing or describing intensive qualities or 
attributes to a participant. They highlight an inherent characteristic or 
property of the participant. The attribute is typically expressed through an 
adjective or adjectival phrase. This type of relational process is concerned with 
portraying the quality or attribute possessed by the participant. The 
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relationship between the Attribute and the Carrier is commonly expressed by 
the verb “be.” The verb “be” acts as a linking verb that connects the attribute to 
the carrier, indicating that the attribute is inherent or characteristic of the 
carrier. It establishes a state or condition of being, expressing the relationship 
between the two participants. 

b. Intensive identifying processes 
These processes are used to identify or classify a participant based on an 

intensive quality or attribute. They emphasize the identification or 
categorization of a participant through an intensive characteristic. The 
identifying characteristic is typically expressed through an adjective or 
adjectival phrase. This type of relational process helps to define or specify the 
nature of the participant. 

The identifying process contains two independent participants: a Token 
and a Value. The Token refers to the entity or element that is being identified, 
named, or referred to. It can be a specific object, person, concept, or any other 
entity that is being talked about. The Value represents the identification or 
description of the Token. It provides information or attributes that specify the 
nature, characteristics, or qualities associated with the Token. 

c. Intensive possession processes 
These processes express the intensive possession or ownership of 

something by a participant. They indicate that the participant has control or 
ownership over the intensive attribute or quality. The possession is typically 
expressed through the verb “have” or similar possessive verbs. This type of 
relational process focuses on the relationship between the participant and the 
intensive attribute they possess. 

Intensive possession process contains two independent participants: 
possessor and possessed. The possessor refers to the entity that holds or owns 
something. It can be a person, a group, an organization, or any other entity 
capable of possessing or having ownership. The possessor is typically 
represented by a noun or a noun phrase. The possessed denotes the item, 
object, or entity that is being possessed or owned by the possessor. It can be a 
tangible or intangible item, such as a physical possession. 

4. Verbal Process 
 Verbal processes focus on communication and the use of 

language.(Nedergaard et al., 2022). They involve the representation of dialogue, 
speech, or other forms of linguistic expression(Gagliardi, 2024; X. Li & Qu, 2024). 
Verbal processes are often expressed through verbs that indicate speaking or 
communicating, such as say, tell, ask, or sing. In songs, verbal processes enable the 
depiction of conversations, storytelling, self-expression, or lyrical expression. 

The Verbal process contains three independent participants: Sayer, target 
and a Verbiage.The Sayer refers to the entity or individual who performs the act of 
saying, speaking, or expressing.The Sayer can be a person, a group, an 
organization, or any other entity capable of verbal expression. The Target refers to 
the entity or individuals who are the intended recipients or audience of the verbal 
communication.The Target can be a person, a group, or even a broader audience. 
The Verbiage refers to the actual words, utterances, or linguistic expressions used 
by the Sayer to convey their message or communicate with the Target.  

5. Behavioral Process 
 Behavioral processes involve observable actions, behaviors, or gestures 

(Boyd & Schwartz, 2021; Wang et al., 2024). They highlight the physical 
manifestations of human experience. Behavioral processes are typically expressed 
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through verbs that describe specific actions, such as walk, jump, hug, or cry 
(Bilewicz & Soral, 2020; Fronzetti Colladon et al., 2023; Lai et al., 2022).  

The participant behavioral is called Behaver and Range. The Behaver is the 
participant or entity that engages in a specific behavior or action. The Range refers 
to the participant or element towards which the behavior is directed or upon 
which the behavior has an impact. It represents the entity affected or involved in 
the behavior. 

6. Existential Process 
 Existential processes focus on the existence, states of being, or identity of 

individuals or things (Hatab, 2024; Makaroğlu, 2024). They explore concepts of 
existence, presence, or non-existence. Existential processes are expressed through 
verbs such as exist, live, die, or remain (Damsgaard et al., 2023; Grant & Reed, 
2024). In songs, existential processes allow for introspection, reflection, and the 
exploration of existential themes, contributing to a deeper understanding of 
human experience. Existential sentences typically have the word “there is 
”Existential sentences in the English language often include the phrase “there is” or 
“there are” to convey the existence or presence of something or someone. In these 
sentences, “there” serves as the grammatical subject, while the word following it, 
such as “is” or “are,” functions as the verb. The subject “there” is known as a 
dummy subject, as it does not refer to a specific entity but simply establishes the 
existence of something. The second component of an existential sentence is the 
Existent, which refers to the thing or entity that is being described as existing. The 
Existent can be a noun, noun phrase, or a clause. It represents the actual entity or 
concept that is present or in existence. 
By utilizing these six types of processes within the experiential function, songs can 

capture and communicate a wide range of human experiences, emotions, and perceptions. 
Each process provides a unique perspective on different aspects of our lived reality, 
enriching the lyrical content and creating meaningful connections with the listeners. 
Metafunction can be said to be a powerful tool for analyzing the meaning of a song. By 
identifying the processes, participants, and circumstances used in the lyrics, it is possible 
to gain a deeper understanding of the world that the song represents. Improving the 
grammar of the text is not necessary as it is already grammatically correct. 

 
METHODS 

The research design used for this research is qualitative research such as finding, 
identifying, managing, and analyzing documents to understand their meaning, significance, 
and relevance. This method is used to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
songwriter's expressions of experience and emotion.  This research contributes to a 
deeper appreciation and interpretation of song lyrics, enriching the audience's 
understanding of the emotional depth and creative process behind the composition. 

Lyrics of the song “A YEAR AGO” performed by English singer and songwriter, 
James Arthur. The song was composed by James Arthur and Jamie Graham and produced 
by Steve Solomon and labeled by the music platform Columbia Records. In analyzing the 
song “A YEAR AGO” in this article, the researchers used the article by Amalia & 
Pramudyawardhani (2016) as a reference. 

The instruments that the researchers used to collect data to assist in song uses a 
book by Herman (2014). The function of experience in the genre of student writing. 
Jakarta: Moeka publishing page. As a guideline for analyzing clauses using the Experiential 
function in the song A YEAR AGO, namely analyzing, participant and circumstance 
processes. Song lyrics are the instruments used for data collection. The lyrics will be 
transcribed and used as the main data source to identify and categorize the experiential 
processes found in the song. 
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In analyzing the lyric of song “a year ago” , there are several steps were taken to 
collect the data, namely by : 
1. In this article the researchers got  the text of the song lyrics from a trusted source, 

namely through the YouTube platform on the personal account of the song owner, 
then Google and also several music applications that are quite widely used. 

2. The author of this article has identified the clauses in the song by dissecting each lyric 
and then analyzing all of them using the Experiential function. 

3. Then organize the identified data for each article writer in order to achieve 
effectiveness framework. 

A qualitative approach is used to analyze each clause in the song lyrics and classify 
and place them based on the appropriate category for the Metafunction, such as relational, 
verbal and behavioral processes contained in the song.  

An understanding of the expressions of experiences, emotions and perceptions of 
the songwriters obtained through Metafunction analysis using the Experiential function, 
which involves identifying and also analyzing clauses in the context of subjective 
experience conveyed in the lyrics of the song “A YEAR AGO”. 

After identifying the clauses into the right category, then the writer interprets the 
data to gain insight and find out about how the songwriter’s experiences and emotions are 
expressed through the language in the lyrics of his song “A YEAR AGO”. 

Methods of data collection included rewriting and transcription of the lyrics of 
James Arthur’s song “A Year Ago”. Song lyrics are listened to carefully and accurately 
transcribed to ensure data quality. The data analysis method requires tracking and 
categorizing the process of systematic experience in song lyrics. Lyrics will be analyzed 
line by line to identify different types of experiential processes, including material, mental, 
relational, verbal, behavioral, and existential processes. Each identified process will be 
labeled and entered accordingly. 

Furthermore, song lyrics will be analyzed to determine the participants involved in 
each process, such as actors, objectives, environmental elements, experiencers, 
phenomena, attributes, attribute holders, tokens, values, owners, ownership, recipients, 
and recipients of the material. The interactions and relationships between these 
participants will be explored and explained. 

The analysis will also include an exploration of the overall themes and messages 
conveyed through the experiential process of the song. Patterns, repetitions and other 
significant observations will be identified and discussed. The findings of the analysis will 
be presented in a comprehensive report, which will include examples of song lyrics to 
support understanding of the experiential process and its participants. 

Overall, this analysis aims to provide insight into the Experiential Function in 
James Arthur’s song “A Year Ago” by presenting the various processes and participants 
involved in conveying experiences and emotions through the lyrics of the song. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
RESULT 

Based on the analysis of the lyrics of the song “A Year Ago” by James Arthur using 
the experiential function method approach, various experiential processes were identified 
that depict experiences and emotions in the song. The main findings are as follows: 
Material Process: 
The song lyrics contain material processes that describe physical actions or events. For 
example: 

Clause 1. The way you chosen the films 
The way  you Chosen The flims  
Circumstance: Actor Process: Material Goal 
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Manner 
 

Clause 2. Now i am driving past your house 
Now I Am driving  Past your house  
Circumstance: 
contingency  

Actor  Process : material  Goal  

 
Clause 3. The lights are on 

The lights  Are  On  
Actor  Process : material  Goal  
 

Clause 4. If you are making eyes 
If  You  Are making  Eyes  
 Actor  Process : material  Goal  
 

Clause 5. That would hold you close ( that i would hold you close) 
That  I  Would hold  You close 
 Actor  Process : material  Goal  
 
 

Clause 6. The way you left my car a mess 
The way  You  Left  My car a mess 
Circumstance: 
manner  

Actor  Process : material  Goal  

 
Clause 7. The way you took up half the bed that empty space 

The way  You  Took up  Half the bed that 
empty space  

Circumstance: 
manner  

Actor  Process : material  Goal  

 
Mental Process: 
Mental processes reflect one’s thoughts, feelings, or inner experiences, such as showing 
thoughts and feelings of longing for a loved one. For example: 

Clause 8. I Miss you 
I  Miss  You  
Senser  Process : mental  Phenomenon  
 

Clause 9. We watched (We watched the films) 
we Watched  The films  
Senser  Process : mental  Phenomenon  

 
Clause 10. I Will Miss you, baby 

I  Will miss  You  Baby  
Senser  Process : 

mental  
Phenomenon  Circumstance:relationship 

 
Clause 11. Maybe i would never have to Miss you 

Maybe  I  Would never have  To miss you  
 Senser  Process : mental  Phenomenon  
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Clause 12. You forgot 

You  Forgot  
Senser  Process : mental  

 
Clause 13. I wish 

I  Wish  
Senser  Process : mental  

Clause 14. I know 
I  Know  
Senser  Process : mental  
 

Clause 15. You are not alone 
You  Are not  Alone  
Senser  Process: mental  Phenomenon  
 

Clause 16. I wonder 
I  Wonder  
Senser  Process: mental  
 

Clause 17. If he loves you like ( I do ) 
If  He  Loves  You like I do  
 Senser  Process: mental  Phenomenon  
 
 

Clause 18. You remind me of the things  
You  Remind  Me of the things  
Senser  Process: mental  Phenomenon  
 

Clause 19. I hope (I hope you) 
I  Hope  You  
Senser  Process: mental  Phenomenon  
 
 

Clause 20. And i can’t help my self  
And  I  Can’t help  Myself  
 Senser  Process: mental  Phenomenon  
 

Relational Process: 
   Relational processes describe the relationships between entities. Such indicates a close 
past relationship between two individuals. There are 2 relational types that appear in this 
song  namely Relational attributive dan relational identifying. 
 
Example of  relational attributive: 
 
Clause 21. Your name is still on my coffee cup 

Your name  Is  Still on my coffee cup 
Carrier  Process:relational;attribute  Attribute  

 
Example of  relational identifying: 
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Clause 22. And now i am just somebody 
And now  I  Am  Just somebody  
 Token  Process:relational:identifying  Value  

 
Clause 23. It was a year ago 

It  Was  A year ago  
Token  Process:relational;identifying  Value  

Clause 24. You are well 
You  Are  well 
Token  Process: relational; 

identifying  
Value  

 
Verbal Process: 
    Verbal processes are related to language and communication. Such as showing the 
use of words to convey feelings that are not honest. Example: 

Clause 25. If only i had told you that before 
If only  I  Had told  You that before 
 Sayer  Process: verbal  Target  Verbiage  

 
Clause 26. The way you said that only i could do 

The way  You  Said  That only I could 
do 

Circumstance:manner Sayer  Process; verbal  Verbiage  
 

Clause 27. That i could tell you 
That  I  Could tell  You  
 Sayer  Process: verbal  Target  
 

Clause 28. That i am not doing it 
That  I  Am not doing  It  
 Sayer  Process:verbal  Target  

 
Behavioral Process: 
    Behavioral processes involve actions and behavior. Like showing effort to forget 
the past but hard to let go. Example: 

Clause 29. Singing by the Kitchen sink ( i am Singing by the Kitchen sink) 
I  Am singing  By the kitchen sink  
Behaver  Process:behavioral  Circumstance 

:location;spatial  
 

Clause 30. Not knowing i was listening 
Not knowing  I  Was listening  
Circumstance: 
contingency 

behaver Process:behavioral  

 
Clause 31. You embody everything 

You  Embody  Everything  
Behaver  Process: behavioral  Circumstance 

:contingency  
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The data analyzed by the researchers were obtained from the lyrics of the song " a 
year ago". Each clause in the lyrics of the song was analyzed and converted into a table of 
components of the transitivity system. Participants has 7 types, namely : actor, senser, 
carrier, token, possessor, behaver, and sayer. In the process it is classified into : material, 
behavioral, mental, verbal, relational process. And in the circumstances it is classified into 
location, relationship, manner, dan contingency. 
1. Process 

There are 31 clauses found in the lyrics of the song “ a year ago” . There are 31 
processes found in this study. The highest process is mental with a total of 13 processes 
and obtains a presentation of (42 %).  

Table 1. Kind of processes found in the song lyrics 
No Process Sum Persentage 
1 Material 7 23 % 
2 Mental 13 42 % 
3 Relational (attribute) 1 3 % 
4 Relational (identifying) 3 10 % 
5 Behavioral  3 13 % 
6 Verbal  4 9 % 
 Total 31 100 % 

  
2. Participants 

There were 74 participants found in this study. The highest participants were 
sensers and actor with a total of 20  presentations (30 %). 

Table 2. Kind of participants found in the song lyrics 
No Participants Sum  Persentage 
1 Actor  7 13 % 
2 Senser 13 24 % 
3 Carrier 1 2 % 
4 Token 3 5 % 
5 Behaver 3 5 % 
6 Sayer 4 7 % 
7 Goal 7 13 % 
8 Phenomenon 9 16 % 
9 Value 3 5 % 
10 Attribute 1 2 % 
11 Verbiage 2 4 % 
12 Target 2 4 % 
 Total 74 100 % 
 
3. Circumstances 

There are 9 states found in the lyrics of the song a year ago. The highest state is the 
manner with a total of 4 and a presentation of (45 %). 

Table 3. Kind of circumstances found in the song lyrics 
No Circumstances Sum Percentage  
1 Location 1 12 % 
2 Relationship 1 12 % 
3 Manner 4 45 % 
4 Contigency 3 33 % 
 Total 9 100 % 
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DISCUSSION 
The results of the analysis show that the song "A Year Ago" by James Arthur 

contains various experiential processes that reflect the author's personal experiences and 
emotions.  The focus of the analysis is in identifying and drawing various types of 
processes in the Experiential function as well as data sources from this study obtained 
through applications such as Google, YouTube. The results of the analysis are in the form 
of grouping clauses into various experiential processes such as material, mental, 
relational, verbal, and behavioral.  The analytical method used is qualitative analysis.  This 
study aims to understand how the songwriter expresses experiences, emotions, and 
perceptions through the language in the song. Through these processes, it can be 
concluded that this song describes a person's longing for his ex-girlfriend and the longing 
that is too deep makes it painful.  The lyrics of this song show the powerful influence of the 
writer's life and personal experience, and provide an opportunity for listeners to feel and 
feel the story conveyed through the song. 

This research about analysis song with theory of systemic functional is different 
with the previous studies conducted before. There was a research by Ningtyas, Rukmini 
and Yulianto (2023) in their research entitled The Metafunction Meaning of Systemic 
Halliday to Analyze the Interpersonal Meaning in the Adele Album. Their research dealt 
with interpersonal meaning, which pertains to how language is used in interactions, 
including maintaining social relations, expressing attitudes, and influencing others. 
Method used was descriptive qualitative research to analyze interpersonal meaning in the 
song "Someone Like You" from Adele's "21" album. They identified five types of deixis in 
the song's clauses: spatial, temporal, personal, social, and discourse. After interpreting and 
analyzing the lyrics, it can be concluded that "Someone Like You" is a song about Adele's 
feelings of sickness, seeing her ex-boyfriend marry another woman, and him having a 
happy life with her. Even though Adele still loves her ex-boyfriend very much and cannot 
forget his ex-girlfriend, she has come to terms with the situation and has learned to let go. 
"Someone Like You" is an exceptional song that teaches important life lessons through its 
lyrics, such as learning to let go and not regretting past events. 

From the previous study mentioned, the researchers would like to discuss about 
the similarities and differences with this research. The differences can be depicted into 
some points. First, the objective of this study is to the analysis for identifying and 
describing the various types of processes within the Experiential Function that are present 
in the song's lyrics, meanwhile the objective of the previous study was to analyse the 
clauses of the songs based on the five types of deixis, namely spatial, temporal, person, 
social and discourse. Second, on the results from previous study uncovered three aspects 
derived from Halliday's analysis, including the five aspects of deixis analysis, which 
comprise person deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis, social deixis, and discourse deixis. 
Therefore, the moral of the song is to learn to let go and not to regret past events. 
Furthermore, previous study also revealed the meaning of deixis can be analyzed 
semantically to understand its substantive significance and its effects on the entire song 
lyrics. The interpretation of song lyrics is multi-faceted and dependent on the listener or 
the singer, as well as the context of the song, which does not refer to a specific time or 
place. While, this research showed that the Experiential Function analysis helps to 
understand how the songwriter expresses their experiences, emotions, and perceptions 
through language in the song. By interpreting the data, the study aims to gain insights into 
the songwriter's creative expression and understand how experiences and emotions are 
conveyed through language in the song. The analysis sheds light on the subjective 
experiences depicted in the song, enhancing the audience's connection and appreciation of 
its meaning. Besides the contrast, there are some similarities depicted from both 
researches. First, the data used for both studies were the songs and in the scope of 
literature. Second, both researches used qualitative as the design of research. Based on the 
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discussion mentioned, the researchers assume that ideational metafunctions can be used 
to investigate meaning through the elements. 

Numerous prior studies in the field of systemic functional linguistics of songs have 
concentrated on investigating the meaning of songs by analyzing the types of 
metafunctions, ideational, interpersonal, and textual (Pranoto, Setiyadi, & Kuswardani, 
2020; Rohmah & Silalahi, 2023; Laiyinah, Verayanti, & Purba, 2022; Susanto & Watik, 
2017; Medina & Noorman, 2019; Yuningsih, 2018). However, much of the literature has 
not focused on comparing the translational and cultural perspectives of song meanings. 
Most studies have only focused on analyzing and demonstrating the analysis with 
transitivity text analysis. 

Based on the analysis of interpersonal and ideational meaning in song lyrics, 
researchers suggest that understanding the specific topic of song lyrics more deeply 
requires considering figurative expressions (metaphors and idioms) in song lyrics and 
focusing on the context of songs. The complexity of song language use implies a complex 
analysis of systemic functional linguistics. The contribution of interpersonal meaning used 
in the lyrics of songs can be useful in teaching modern English grammar to help students 
more easily and interestingly analyze the interpersonal meaning of their favorite song or 
singer. Therefore, it still opens the opportunity for future researchers to conduct a more 
comprehensive analysis. Finally, researchers hope that more research on multimodal 
analysis will be conducted in other fields to gain a better understanding of MDA to meet 
human needs in the field of understanding the meaning of songs. 

 
CONCLUSION 

The song "A Year Ago" by James Arthur utilizes various experiential processes to 
convey the songwriter's personal experiences and emotions. The analysis of the song 
lyrics revealed the presence of material, mental, relational, verbal, behavioral, and 
existential processes, each serving a unique purpose in expressing the songwriter's 
thoughts and feelings. The material processes in the song depict physical actions or events, 
providing tangible descriptions of experiences. The mental processes focus on the 
songwriter's thoughts, feelings, and perceptions, offering insights into their inner world. 
Relational processes highlight the relationships and connections between individuals or 
entities, emphasizing the past connection between the songwriter and their ex-girlfriend. 
Verbal processes capture communication and linguistic expression, showcasing dialogues, 
storytelling, and self-expression. Behavioral processes involve observable actions and 
behaviors, reflecting the songwriter's efforts to move on and let go. Lastly, existential 
processes explore concepts of existence, presence, and identity, contributing to a deeper 
understanding of the songwriter's reflection and introspection. Through the utilization of 
these experiential processes, the songwriter effectively communicates their emotions and 
experiences to the listeners. The lyrics of "A Year Ago" provide a glimpse into the 
songwriter's personal journey and create a meaningful connection with the audience. The 
analysis of the song lyrics demonstrates the power of language and the experiential 
function in conveying meaning and emotions in songwriting. It highlights the importance 
of understanding the various processes and participants involved in expressing 
experiences and feelings through language. By analyzing song lyrics, we can gain a deeper 
appreciation for the creative expression and storytelling found in music. 
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